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BIRD  OF  THE  YEAR.  Snowy  Owl  staged  its  largest  invasion  in  California  history 
this  winter,  with  perhaps  three  dozen  birds  appearing  from  Del  Norte  to  Monterey 
Counties.  This  fine  bird  was  photographed  in  Alameda  on  February  13,  putting 
his  perch  to  one  of  its  better  uses.  — Photo  by  Mai  Raff 
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GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 

Do  you  know  that  some  of  the  best  entertainment  in  the  Bay  Area  is 
produced  by  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society?  It's  free,  too!  Bring  along 
friends  and  come  to  the  Rotary  Science  Center,  Lake  Merritt  Park,  Oak- 
land on  Thursday,  April  11,  7:30  P.M.  to  see  a program  on  Australia 
and  New  Zealand.  Parrots,  Koalas,  Bowerbirds  and  spectacular  peaks  of 
the  Southern  Alps  will  be  a few  of  the  sights  you  see  when  George  Peyton 
gives  us  a pictorial  report  of  the  GGAS  Natural  History  tour  to  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  last  fall.  Over  250  species  of  birds  were  seen  in  Au- 
stralia alone. 

—DOLORES  JOHNSON,  Membership  Chairperson 


BAY  AREA  BIRDS  AND  CONSERVATION  REPORT:  GGAS 
is  now  operating  a recorded  message  to  tell  of  rare  bird  sightings, 
special  conservation  issues,  field  trips,  and  other  special  messages. 
Dial  (415)  843-2211  day  or  night. 


Covel’s  Conservation  Corner 

This  seems  an  appropriate  time  to  pay  our  respects  to  the  Oakland 
Tribune  on  its  centennial,  to  the  late  William  F.  Knowland  and  his 
father  Joseph  R.  Knowland  for  distinguished  services  in  behalf  of  con- 
servation and  open  space  in  California.  Putting  aside  national  and  state 
politics,  we  should  remember  that  such  achievements  as  the  Bay  Con- 
servation and  Development  Commission,  Proposition  20  for  coast  pro- 
tection, the  development  of  California  State  Parks,  Beaches  and  Histor- 
ical Monuments,  the  San  Francisco  Bay  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  the 
East  Bay  Regional  Parks  and  many  municipal  parks  were  secured  partly 
through  Tribune  support.  The  pressures  from  big  business  advertisers 
were  sometimes  denied  in  favor  of  the  public’s  cause.  Dedicated  reporters 
and  feature  writers  wrote  columns  of  the  conflicts  between  big  business 
and  the  people’s  needs  which  must  have  drawn  protests  from  many 
developers.  We  salute  the  Tribune  for  these  policies,  as  we  do  all  the 
press  and  media  around  the  Bay  who  take  bold  stands  for  conservation 
and  preservation  of  open  space. 

We  see  real  cause  for  alarm  in  the  proposed  reorganization  of  Con- 
gressional committees  as  reported  in  the  Sierra  Club  National  News 
Report  for  February  14,  1974,  which  prompts  us  to  transcend  our  local 
reporting.  A major  proposal  would  transfer  National  Parks,  Wilderness, 
Public  Lands,  National  Forests,  Wildlife,  Fish  and  Fisheries  to  the 
Agricultural  Committee,  which  would  add  “Natural  Resources”  to  its 
title  and  preside  over  many  other  federal  services  as  well.  The  Sierra 
Club  sees  serious  jeopardy  to  these  federal  agencies  if  they  are  placed 
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Y^t  a1.commit1t?e  traditionally  dominated  by  agricultural  interests. 
Comrressmfn  ^ t1‘^'natl<'r  s.]u)uIcl  1)0  communicated  immediately  to  your 
cSfin  Xprll.  °n  thlS  Subj'eCt  may  be  introduced  into  Congress 


wo  lady  sleuths  of  the  National  Coalition  Against  Poisoning  of  Wild- 
lie  and  the  Extinct  Species  Memorial  Fund,  Ursaala  Faasii  and  Karen 
bunting  nwesd.gated  some  county  allotments  of  the  lethal,  chain-reac- 
ti on  10S0  to  Northern  California  ranchers  for  ground  squirrel  control, 
hey  claim  one  ranch  received  enough  poison  to  kill  4 million  squirrels, 
momtoi  mg  program  is  being  established,  wherein  volunteers  will  visit 
county  Agriculture  Commissioners  periodically  to  copy  their  reports  of 
amounts  and  localities  of  poison  permits.  For  further  information  con- 
tact Ms.  Karen  Bunting,  P.O.  Box  14156  at  San  Francisco  94114 


SB  385  which  would  assess  California  woolgrowers  to  augment  pub- 
lic funds  tor  predator  trapping  and  poisoning,  may  have  passed  by  the 
tune  you  read  this.  We  would  have  preferred  to  see  such  assessments 
levied  to  create  an  indemnification  fund  to  pay  off  the  comparatively 
few  sheep  ranchers  who  have  proven  coyote  losses,  rather  than  provide 
more  traps  and  poisons  to  jeopardize  other  innocent  birds  and  mammal 
predators. 


the  milling  shorebirds,  dabbling  ducks  and  furtive  rails  of  the  Alameda 
South  Shore  faced  a sudden  intrusion  by  bulldozers  in  February.  It 
seems  East  Bay  Regional  Park  crews  were  trying  to  remove  layers  of 
mud  and  debris  blamed  for  the  bad  smells  annoying  nearby  apartment 
dwellers,  and  to  imporve  tidal  circulation.  Alameda  “bay  watchers”  had 
understood  that  solutions  to  that  problem  would  be  worked  out  jointly 
by  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  BCDC,  Dept,  of  Fish  and  Game  and  other 
experts.  They  say  it  only  smells  bad—  in  summer.  Depends  on  whether 
you  have  a “nature  nose  or  a non-sympathetic  nose? 

—PAUL  COVEL,  Conservation  Chairman 

PELAGIC  BOAT  TRIP 


A GGAS  sponsored  boat  trip  will  leave  Moss  Landing  at  7:30  A.M.  on 
Saturday,  May  4th  returning  in  the  mid-afternoon.  The  fare  will  be  $10.09 
per  person.  Please  send  your  check  (payable  to  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon 
Society)  along  with  a self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  the  GGAS 
Boat  Trip,  Box  5022,  Berkeley,  CA  94705. 


Bay  Area  Birds 

FIELD  OBSERVATIONS 

Short-tailed  Shearwaters , 5,  Feb.  2,  Monterey  Bay,— GGAS  boat  trip. 
Fork-tailed  Storm-petrel,  Feb.  2,  Monterey  Bay— GGAS  boat  trip. 
Whistling  Swans,  1,600,  Feb.  9,  Victoria  Is.,  San  Joaquin  Co.— NB,  BP, 
VR. 
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Eurasian  Green-winged  ( Common ) Teal,  Feb.  11,  Belmont  Slough-BS. 

Blue-winged  Teal,  Feb.  12,  Coyote  Hills— J&SL,  JM. 

Barrow’s  Goldeneye,  Feb  6,  San  Leandro  Bay— RDeC,  I &RD,  R&MH, 
ER. 

Hooded  Mergansers,  2,  Feb. 12,  Belmont  Slough— LH,  SLe,  SS. 

California  Condor,  Feb.  8,  south  of  Hollister— MJ. 

Golden  Eagle,  2,  Feb.  1,  Bodega— MS. 

Bald  Eagle,  adult,  Feb.  2,  Salinas  River  mouth— MA;  imm.,  Feb.  12, 
Crystal  Springs— J&SL,  JM. 

Black  Rails,  5,  Feb.  5,  Benicia  St.  Rec.  Area— m.ob. 

Lesser  Yellowlegs,  2,  Feb.  3,  Los  Banos— SBv;  6,  Feb  10,  Grizzly  Island— 
GA,  JM,  GZ. 

Glaucous  Gull,  Feb.  2,  Monterey  Bay— GGAS  boat  trip;  Feb.  12,  Palo 
Alto  Yacht  Harbor— J&SL,  JM. 

Thayers  Gull,  Feb.  2,  Monterey  Bay— GGAS  boat  trip;  2,  Feb.  9,  Contra 
Loma  Res.— NB,  BP,  VR. 

Tufted  Puffin,  Feb.  3,  from  17  Mile  Drive— MJH. 

Snowy  Owls,  Feb.  9 (and  two  weeks  thereafter),  Alameda;  Feb.  16, 
Berkeley  (a  different  bird  that  stayed  one  day)— m.ob. 

Long-eared  Owls,  25,  Feb.  6,  Grizzlv  Is.— BG,  m.ob.;  Feb.  15,  Alameda— 
R&MH,  ER. 

Short-eared  Owls,  8,  Feb.  10,  Grizzly  Is.  (scarce  everywhere  this  winter) 
GA,  JM,  GZ. 

Saw-whet  Owl,  Feb.  4,  Redwood  R.  P.— LB,  SB,  SL,  VR;  Feb.  24,  Orinda 
-SB,  BP,  VR. 

Poor-will,  Feb.  8,  Rodeo  Lagoon— WAP. 

Pileated  Woodpecker,  Feb.  3,  Salmon  Creek  near  Bodega— JM. 

Lewis  Woodpecker,  Feb.  12,  Palo  Alto— J&SL,  JM. 

House  Wren,  Feb.  18,  San  Luis  NAV.R.-BB,  SB,  KG,  VR. 

Mountain  Bluebird,  male,  Feb.  8,  Del  Puerto  Canyon— CH,  JM. 

Blue-grey  Gantcatcher,  Feb.  21,  Tilden  R.  P.— JC. 

Phainopepla,  female,  Feb.  18,  San  Luis  N.  W.  R.— BB,  SB,  KG,  VR. 

Northern  Shrike,  Feb.  10,  Joice  Island— GA,  JM,  GZ. 

Black-throated  Grey  Warbler,  Feb.  10,  Sunol  R.  P.— NS. 

Hermit  Warblers,  2,  Feb.  25,  Tomales  Bay  St.  Park— AM,  WMP. 

Observers:  Garth  Alton,  Mary  Anderson,  Steve  Bailey  (SBy),  Ned  Boy- 
ajian,  Bonnie  Bowen,  Laura  Brown,  Sadie  Brown,  Jim  Clayton,  Rich 
DeCoster  (RDeC),  Ted  & Ruth  Demente,  Kim  Garrett,  Bob  Gill. 
Leslie  Henningsen,  Ralph  & Margaret  Hilton,  Craig  Hohenberger, 
Michael  J.  Hurley,  Ms.  Johnson,  Sandy  Leach  (SLe),  John  & Susan 
Luther,  Alice  Mericourt,  Joe  Morlan,  Wayne  A.  Palsson,  Wm.  M. 
Pursell,  Van  Remsen,  Elsie  Roemer,  Barry  Sauppe,  Sylvia  Sears, 
Malcolm  Sproul,  Nick  Story,  Gary  Zamzow;  many  observers  (m.ob.). 

—BILL  PRINCIPE,  Bay  Area  Birds  Editor  (254-1071) 
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FIELD  TRIPS  FOR  APRIL 

Sunda\,  April  i.  Bear  Valley  on  Pi.  Reyes.  Meet  at  the  trailhead  just 
past  the  Nat  I.  Seashore  Hqtrs.  at  9 A.M.  for  a 6-mile  nature  walk  - Powers, 
trees,  birds.  To  form  carpools,  meet  at  the  parking  lot  on  the  S.F.  side  of 
the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  at  7: IS  A.M.  Bring  lunch  in  a knapsack.  Leader: 
George  Peyton  (531-5588). 

Saturday,  April  13.  Briones  Regional  Park.  Take  Orinda  exit  from 
Plwy.  24,  turn  north  and  drive  2 miles  to  Bear  Creek  Rd.,  turn  right  and 
diive  3 miles  to  the  park.  Meet  at  8:30  A.M.  at  the  lot  )i  mile  inside  the 
park.  Bring  lunch  in  a knapsack  for  a 5-6  mile  walk.  Leader:  Gene  I lull 
(525-6893). 

Sunday,  April  14.  Mower  Walk  in  Tilden  Park.  Meet  at  9 A.M.  at  the 
Little  Farm.  Leader:  Dick  Lembach  (526-7649). 

Wednesday,  April  17.  Stevens  Creek  in  Santa  Clara  County.  Take 
Stevens  Creek  exit  from  Ilwy.  280,  drive  west  for  a mile,  and  follow  signs 
to  park.  Meet  in  the  parking  lot  at  the  dam  at  9 A.M.  Leader:  Bud  Fry 
(731-2874). 

Saturday,  April  20.  Geology  Walk  to  Ft.  Pinole.  Take  Hilltop  Dr. 
exit  from  Llwy.  80  north  of  Richmond,  drive  west  to  San  Pablo  Ave.,  turn 
right  then  left  onto  Atlas  Rd.,  then  left  onto  Grant  Hwy.,  and  go  II  mile  to 
the  parking  lot.  Meet  at  10  A.M.,  bring  lunch  in  a knapsack,  and  be  ready 
to  walk  3-4  miles.  Leader:  Geologist  Tom  Williams. 

Sunday,  April  21.  Annual  trip  to  McCoy  Ranch,  this  time  by  bus. 
Send  $5  check,  payable  to  GGAS,  to  Pat  Triggs,  2038  33rd  Ave.,  SF  94116, 
with  vour  address  and  phone  number.  Bus  will  leave  promptly  at  7:10 
A.M.  from  Polk  & Larkin  in  SF  and  at  7 :40  A.M.  from  Bellevue  & Perkins 
near  Lake  Merritt  in  Oakland.  Deadline  is  April  12.  If  you  must  drive, 
meet  the  bus  at  8:25  A.M.  near  the  flagpole  in  downtown  Livermore. 
Leader:  Aileen  Pierson  (587-4163). 

Saturday,  April  27.  Wildcat  Canyon  Regional  Park.  Take  the  San 
Pablo  exit  from  Hwy.  SO  north,  turn  left  onto  San  Pablo  Ave.,  and  turn 
right  onto  McBryde  Ave.  at  the  4th  signal,  and  follow  the  signs  to  the  park. 
Meet  in  the  parking  lot  at  7:45  A.M.  Leader:  Bud  Henning  (235-4309). 

Sunday,  April  28.  Stevens  Creek,  by  bus.  Send  $5  to  Pat  I riggs, 
deadline  April  19.  Bus  will  leave  from  Oakland  at  7 A.M.  and  from  San 
Francisco  at  7:35  A.M.  (see  above  for  locations). 

No-leader  trips.  April  3 at  9 A.M.  at  the  Chain  of  Lakes  in  Golden  Gate 
Park,  or  April  25  at  9 A.M.  at  the  Little  Farm  in  Tilden  Park.  Choose 
your  own  leaders,  and  lunch  is  optional. 

Saturday,  May  4.  San  Francisco  Presidio  to  see  Hooded  Orioles. 

Sunday,  May  5.  Samuel  P.  Taylor  State  Park  in  Marin  County.  De- 
tails in  May  Gull. 

Saturday,  May  18.  Pelagic  Trip  to  Monterey  Bay,  sponsored  by  Cali- 
fornia Field  Ornithologists.  Send  $10  to  C.F.O.,  Box  4214,  Berkeley  94704. 

—PAT  TRIGGS,  Field  Trips  Chairman  (664-8502). 
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From  Your  President's  Stockpile 

AUDUBON  NATURE  TRAINING  SOCIETY:  On  Feb.  11,  1974 
there  was  incorporated  as  a non-profit  organization,  the  Audubon  Nature 
Training  Society  (ANTS).  This  name  differs  from  Audubon  Nature 
Training  (ANT),  [a  program  sponsored  and  underwritten  by  GGAS  for 
nine  and  one-half  years  and  now  in  abeyance  because  of  insufficient 
funds  to  carry  the  program]  only  by  the  addition  of  the  word  “Society”. 

Upon  advice  of  our  attorney,  this  is  to  inform  all  concerned  that  ANTS 
has  no  relation  whatsoever  to  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  Inc.,  and 
further  that  GGAS  is  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  activities,  finances,  or 
legal  obligations  of  the  Audubon  Nature  Training  Society. 

GGAS  BOARD  ACTIVITIES:  We  are  rapidly  implementing  recent 
motions  passed  by  the  Board.  Good  looking  steel  book  shelves,  with  a wal- 
nut grained  finish  and  yielding  55  running  feet  of  shelf  space,  have  been 
purchased  (and  assembled  by  Alan  Pistorius).  Some  members  of  the 
Board  pitched  in  to  unload  boxes  of  books  and  Vi  Homem  has  already 
begun  the  task  of  weeding  out  and  cataloging  our  assortment  of  books  and 
magazines.  Our  framed  pictures  of  the  Whooping  Cranes  and  Pileated 
Woodpeckers  have  been  hung  and  five  of  the  unbound  plates  from  Daw- 
son’s Birds  of  Californio  have  been  attractively  matted  and  mounted  in 
frames  so  designed  as  to  allow  for  regular  rotation  (within  these  frames) 
of  other  plates  in  the  series.  Thus  we  have  the  beginning  of  our  own  “Cork 
Wall  Art  Gallery”  The  mimeograph  machine  has  been  installed.  On  hand 
is  newly  designed  stationary  and  revised  Membership  folders  and  wel- 
coming letters  to  new  members. 

We  have  turned  back  to  Linda  Allison  all  rights,  including  the  copy- 
right of  the  Perception  Sets  designed  by  her,  which,  unfortunately,  GGAS 
was  unable  to  handle  with  financial  profit  to  either  the  Society  or  to  Linda. 
Since  we  are  no  longer  well  situated  to  serve  as  a retail  outlet  we  have 
disposed  of  most  of  the  remaning  MeCaskie  and  DeBenedicts  Annotated 
Field  List  of  the  Birds  of  Northern  California  to  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch 
and  to  the  Lucas  Book  Store. 

Our  recording  secretary,  Bill  Love,  taped  the  very  interesting  GGAS 
general  meeting  in  February  which  was  well  researched  and  presented  by 
past  GGAS  president  T.  Eric  Reynolds  (and  missed,  unfortunately,  by  too 
many  of  our  members).  While  focusing  on  one  of  the  giants  of  the  Audu- 
bon movement  we  were  filled  in  on  much  of  the  early  background  of  the 
Society  by  members  whose  affiliations  date  from  the  days  when  we  were 
known  as  the  Audubon  Society  of  the  Pacific.  This  tape  has  been  turned 
over  to  our  historian,  Vi  Homem,  and  to  her  committee  (Enid  Austin  and 
Bertha  Underhill)  who  will  welcome  any  past  records  relating  to  GGAS 
or  its  forerunner.  — G.  R.  MACHLIS,  President 
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GGAS  FIELD  TRIP  TO  YOSEMITE: 

Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  is  chartering  a bus  to  Yosemite  for  the 
w eekend  ot  May  .4 1 -June  2.  I t is  important  for  those  washing  to  participate 
to  reserve  a cabin  now  at  Camp  Curry. 


HAPPENINGS 

I his  year  for  the  first  time  the  Sierra  Club  is  offering  several  educa- 
tional outing  trips  with  a naturalist  as  one  of  the  leaders.  The  first  trip, 
beginning  April  27th,  explores  the  beautiful  San  Rafael  Wilderness  behind 
Santa  Barbara.  Onother  trip  investigates  the  geography  and  geology  of 
the  Grand  Canyon.  Subsequent  trips  explore  parts  of  the  Sierra  Nevada. 
Call  the  outing  office  (981-8634)  for  additional  information. 

Lawrence  Hall  of  Science,  Berkeley,  continues  their  Thursday  evening 
lecture  series  as  well  as  special  films  and  events  for  the  whole  family  on 
weekends.  On  Thursday,  April  4,  7:30  P.M.,  Dr.  Donald  Dahlster’s  lecture 
“Birds,  Bees  and  Chickadees”  will  deal  with  research  on  alternative 
methods  to  chemical  insecticides  for  managing  forest  insect  populations 
in  California.  Free  for  members  $1.00  for  non-members. 

The  East  Bay  Regional  Parks  begin  their  spring  series  of  walks  and 
courses  in  mid  April.  Beginning  April  20  a Tiklen  Park  Naturalist  will 
meet  AC  Transit  buses  for  afternoon  coffee  hikes.  A field  course  on  reptiles 
and  amphibians  on  four  Saturday  mornings  begins  April  20.  The  fee 
for  the  course  will  be  $4.00/$3.00  for  car  poolers.  For  information  call  the 
Nature  Area  office  (524-1034). 

MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

Audubon  Canyon  Ranch 

In  memory  of:  Gift  of: 

Mrs.  Laurence  Jordan  Margaret  Macormack 

John  Rector  ...  Margaret  Macormack 

Mr.  Norris  Seal  Mr.  & Mrs.  John  A.  Thomas 

Sanctuary  and  Memorial  Fund 

In  memory  of:  Gift  of: 

William  Postlewaite  Mr.  & Mrs.  Donald  M.  'leer 

Please  send  your  gifts  to  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Johnsen,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, 4 Del  Valle,  Orinda,  94563.  (checks  should  be  made  out  to  Golden 
Gate  Audubon  Society) 


The  Directors  and  Friends  of  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  learned  with 
regret  of  the  death  of  James  Mailliard,  a members  of  the  original  ranch 
board.  He  was  a consistent  and  generous  supporter  of  ACR. 
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receiving  the  GULL.  Membership  renewals  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  National  Audubon 
office.  Subscriptions  to  the  GULL  separately  $2  per  year.  High  school  and  college  student 
membership  $6  per  year. 

The  Gull  deadline  is  the  first  of  the  month  for  the  following  month. 
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